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September 14, 2021 

 

Ms. Serena Sweet 

BLM Alaska State Office 

222 West 7th Avenue, #13 

Anchorage, Alaska  99513 

 

Dear Serena Sweet: 

 

The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency has reviewed the Bureau of Land Management notice 

proposing to issue regulations to enable certain Alaska Native Vietnam-era veterans to apply for land 

allotments under Section 1119 of the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation 

Act of March 12, 2019 (Dingell Act) (EPA Region 10 Project Number 21-0050-BLM). We thank you 

for meeting with us on August 10, 2021 to discuss this proposed rule. EPA has responsibility to provide 

comments on major federal actions pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, the Council on 

Environmental Quality regulations (40 CFR §§ 1500-1508), and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act. We 

appreciate you clarifying some of the specifics of the proposed 160-acre land allotments.  

 

As we discussed in our meeting, this action opens up lands for selection. EPA does not have comments 

about direct environmental impacts at this time. We do want to identify the potential for indirect effects 

related to communities with environmental justice concerns and recommend that BLM ensure that there 

is thorough and ongoing consultation with potential land allotment recipients and other Native Alaskan 

entities about the lands being offered. Specifically, EPA recommends that the EA include:  

 

• Disclosure of all consultation and communications between BLM and Native individuals, tribes, 

villages, and corporations so the public can understand the level of consultation that occurred to 

document that the allotments offered are in the best interest of the Vietnam Era Native Alaskans. 

 

We also recommend that the EA detail steps to be taken to ensure that there are no issues with 

undisclosed legacy pollution, such as brownfields contaminated sites, within offered lands. We 

understand that the BLM is only identifying lands that meet the definition of the Dingell Act. As such, 

the lands must be federally owned lands in Alaska that are vacant, unappropriated, unreserved, and 

certified as free of known contaminants. Including the available resources consulted to ensure that the 

lands are not contaminated in the EA will provide additional assurances to eligible Veterans and the 

public. 

 

EPA specifically recommends that EA include:  

 

• Database resources consulted to analyze and determine locations of contaminated sites. 

• A map of offered lands overlaid with proximal known contaminated site locations to confirm the 

absence of contaminated sites on allotments offered and further disclose or alleviate any 

concerns of this nature. 

 



 

 

We appreciate the work BLM has undertaken thus far in creating the maps of the potentially available 

lands and in conducting consultation meetings with Native Alaskan tribes and corporations. Thank you 

for providing the opportunity to comment on this important project. If you have questions concerning 

our comments, please contact me at (206)-553-4032 or Schlief.Scott@EPA.Gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Scott Schlief, NEPA Reviewer 

Policy & Environmental Review Branch 


